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universal reason, which is ever realising itself in
the series of finite subjects, but is never finally,
realised in any one of them.

Now this dualistic severance of the higher from
the lower, of the spiritual from the material, was "in
the future to be taken up and carried to still further
consequences by the Neo-Platonists. But the immediate
result was rather to throw discredit on the philosophy
which had endeavoured to combine such inconsistent
elements, and to provoke a strong reaction towards
the simpler ways of earlier philosophy. The theories
of Plato and Aristotle, as I have shown, .were

systematic efforts to comprehend all things as parts

*

of one whole, to understand man as a member of
society and a part of the universe, and all the elements
of human nature in their due relation to each other.
They did not set up one simple principle and try to
deduce everything from it, but rather regarded the
world as a complex unity in which every part is
supported, and, in a sense, proved by all the other
parts. This is manifest as regards Plato, for though
he tells us that the Idea 8P Good is the principle
upon which all things rest, he does not mean by
this that there is one truth from which all other
truths are derived. For the Idea of Good is simply
the idea that all things are united with each other
and with the mind that knows them, the idea that all
being and all thought, all subjective and all objective